THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD

America have not improved, and Britain has seemed to seek her
allies in the totalitarian and not the democratic countries.

Still, in spite of America's general ' isolationist * policy,
she has shown herself ready, on two occasions of great crisis
since the War, to play her part in the protection of international
law and to promote international security. In February 1932
Japan's invasion of China might have been stopped if the
MacDonald Government had accepted the offer of Secretary
Stimson. The American Government offered the British
Government to proceed against Japan for the preservation
of China's territorial integrity, under the Nine Power Treaty.
Sir John Simon on behalf of the * National' Government
refused co-operation.1

In the autumn of 1935 America was again anxious to help
to make collective action effective against Italy's Ethiopian
aggression. There was every assurance of America's co-
operation in the support of sanctions. Secretary Hull hastened
to clear away possible American impediments to Geneva's
projected action, when it was found that Britain and France
had no real intention of making their threats effective. The
Hoare-Laval exposure completely discredited the fi National'
Government and put an end to all hopes of harmony and
American co-operation.

1 Gf. Henry L. Stimson :   The Far Eastern Crisis, p. 163-4.

230